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Evangelical 
group  seeks 
‘marriage 


Abedini, 

persecuted 

Christians 

spotlighted 

NASHVLLE  (BP  and  local  re¬ 
port*)  —  As  Christian  pastor 
Saeed  Abedini  nears  the  second 
anniversary  of  imprisonment 

■  in  Iran  because 
of  his  faith,  his 
wife  Naghmeh 
is  organizing  a 
Sept  a6  world- 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptist  theologians  and  ethi- 
cists  have  taken  exception  to  a 
new  organization  named  Evan¬ 
gelicals  for  Marriage  Equality 
that  is  advocating  for  same  sex 
marriage  in  the  name  of  evan¬ 
gelical  Christianity. 

Evangelicals  for  Marriage 


Equality  (EME)  debuted  & 
9,  saying  in  a  statement  of 
fief  at  its  website  that  a  per 


In  response.  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  leaden  told  Baptist  Pleas 
the  EME  position  contradicts 
God’s  Wow,  revises  the  Cre¬ 
ator’s  definition  of  marriage, 
and  abandons  any  biblical  stan¬ 
dard  for  sexuality. 

-We’ve  seen  this  before,'  said 
Russell  D.  Moore,  president  of 
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STRONG  RIVER  CHURCM  win,  .  . 

'  MWOtA'  h*w  annuel  VBS  in 


****"*■«!*  TV-IWlta- 


FREEDOM  CHURCH,  LAUREL,  n 

,or  *wo  man.  Shown 
Tommy  Pavia.  and  Jack  West.  jr. 


•r*  Bryan  Walter.. 


GOOOWATER CHURCH 

as  deacon  Sept.  7.  Shown  i 
and  hit  wife  DeShea. 


I.  MAGEE,  ordained  Marney  Walker 
are  pastor  Michael  Giles,  Walker, 


VAUGHN  recently 

baby  dedication  Aug.  17 

^  CARROLLTON  CHURCH, 

Fair  as  deacon.  Shown  are 
Fletcher  Moorman 


OILLSBURG  CHURCH.  OILLSBURG 

honored  its  summer  Reading  Railroad  winner*- 
Beau  Williams,  Dylan  Roillns,  and  Harley  Bums.  pa^or^Xrt*^'  **"* 
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ed  in  2005.  He  is  the  author  of  nu-  and  thrusting  into  that  darkness 
merous  books  about  prayer,  sin-  the  Light  of  the  glorious  Gospel 
tual  awakening,  and  family  life  of  Christ." 

In  his  wars  as  IMB  presi-  Effiffs  urgency  and  passion  for 

dent,  Ellin  never  seemed  to  slow  the  lost  grew  from  an  experience 
down.  He  introduced  a  number  he  had  as  a  young  pastor  and 
of  initiatives  at  the  missions  swim  coach.  After  a  particularly 
agency,  including:  grueling  practice  with  bis  swim- 

■  Embrace,  in  which  churches  mere,  Effiff  jumped  into  the  pool 

commit  to  make  disciples  among  to  relax.  Floating  on  his  hack,  he 
previously  unengaged,  un-  heard  a  voice:  T  hear  you're  a 
reached  people  groups.  preacher."  Effiff  opened  his  eyes 

■  Ready  Reserve,  which  al-  and  saw  one  of  his  swimmers 
lows  former  field  personnel  to  standing  on  the  edge  of  the  pool, 
volunteer  for  overseas  missions.  The  bra  had  questions  about 

■  Marketplace  Advance,  God,  Effiff  recalled,  and  aaked  if 
where  business  leaders  and  they  could  talk. 

other  professionals  leverage  “I  didn't  take  die  time  to  talk 
their  denis  for  the  sake  of the  with  him  then,"  Effiff  said.  "In- 


taught  and  counseled  miasionar 
ies  and  helped  mattliae  churches 
throughout  the  convention  for 
miasians  involvement. 

From  2009-11,  he  led  Living  in 
The  Word  Publications,  a  writing 
and  speaking  ministry  be  founf 
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Changes 


MIDWAY  CHURCH. 
LUCEDALE,  has  called 
Phillip  Snodgrass,  Jr.,  as 
pastor. 


MIDWAY  CHURCH, 
DECATUR,  has  called  Ryan 
Reed  as  pastor.  He  is  shown 
with  his  wife,  Jordan. 

t- 


MORGAN  CHAPEL 
CHURCH.  OKTIBBEHA 

COUNTY,  has  called  Conner 
Pounders  as  youth  minister. 


Tenure  at  an  end,  Eliff  bids  IMB  farewell 


RKHMOND,  Vh.  (BP)  -  When 
International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  trustees  unanimously 
elected  Tom  EUiff  to  lead  the 
Southern  Baptist  missions 
agency  in  March  2011,  the  then 
67-year-old  former  missionary, 
pastor,  two-time  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  president,  and 
IMB  vioe  president  made  it  dear 
that  he  had  big  plans. 

'I’m  coming  with  a  vision/ 
Effiff  said  at  the  time,  "and  I  wffl 
serve  as  long  as  God  gives  me 
grace  and  energy." 

In  February  2014,  when  El- 
liff  asked  IMB  trustees  to  begin 
the  search  for  his  successor,  be 
promised  to  “run  through  the  fin¬ 
ish  line,  until  such  a  successor  is 
found."  On  Aug.  27,  IMB  trust¬ 
ees  elected  David  Platt,  pastor 
of  The  Church  at  Brook  Hills  in 
Birmingham,  to  succeed  EUiff  as 
IMB  president 

Initiatives  started 

Born  in  Texas,  Effiff  is  a 
fourth-generation  Oklahoman 

served  witfhipwife  Jaaunie  as 
an  IMB  missionary  to  Zimbabwe 
in  the  early  1980s.  They  reamed 
in  1983  after  their  daughter  Beth 
was  seriously  injured  in  a  car  ac¬ 
cident  there. 

He  was  twice  elected  president 
at  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  in  1996  and  1997.  He  •hep- 
several  key  churches  m 


Tom  Elllff  shares  his  testimony  during  a  house  church  meet¬ 
ing  in  Havane.  Cuba,  in  November  2013.  IBP  photo  courtesy 
of  IMB) 


Clyde  Meador  noted  Effiffs  pea- 
sion  for  waver. 

Shortly  after  arriving  at  IMB 
as  president,  Effiff  asked  that  a 
portion  of  his  office  suite  be  con¬ 
verted  into  a  prayer  room.  Outfit¬ 
ted  with  a  kneenng  bench  and  a 
map  of  the  nations  on  the  wall,  be 
spent  time  on  his  knees  every  day 
interceding  for  a  lost  world  and 
those  working  to  share  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Jesus  with  them. 

‘iou  prayed  for  10  IMB  staff 
members  every  day  and  devoted 
so  much  of  our  meeting  times  to 
prayer,"  Meador  told  Effiff  dur¬ 
ing  the  luncheon.  'Thank  you 
for  praying." 

David  Oth,  senior  pastor  of 
First  Church  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  and 
former  IMB  trustee  board  chair 
who  led  the  search  for  Effiffs  suc¬ 
cessor,  also  noted  Effiffs  passion. 

“Ill  never  forget  the  day  we 
sat  together...  and  I  watched 
as  you  wait  for  the  nations," 
Uth  said.  "Your  passion  for  the 
lost  is  greater  than  any  I've  ever 
seen  in  anyone." 

Cheerleaders 

At  his  final  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  annua]  meeting  as 
IMB  president,  in  Baltimore, 
Md„  in  June,  Effiff  dunked 
Southern  Baptists  for  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  serve  but  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  God  was  leading  him 
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Better  to  speak  truthfully”,  remem  ber- 
“«  our  «*-•*■  in  the  body  of  Christ 
(v»,  25)?  And,  of  course,  our  honest 
speech  should  reach  beyond  the  church 
WaliS  to  our 
everyday 

conversa-  <M  . 

tions  ■  ' 

*•5.  Paul  ■I'tSIg  N?ll. 
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B~L1SHi  theme-  ‘Connected 
Through  Words  ,  continues  the  topic 
w  ve  been  exploring  this  month:  uni- 
^•  Injusf  a  few  brier verses,  our  text  in 
Ephesians  4  has  much  to  say  about  the 
“•*  j£*bat  small  organ  that  sits  behind 
our  teeth,  and  how  it  can  make  or  break 
onity  King  David  realised  the  n*^ 
"fro*  controlled  speech.  He  penned 
•  good  verse  to  memorize,  as  well  as 
■  yertpwysr  for  beginning  each  new 
day:  Set  a  guard  over  my  mouth,  0, 

6WKKSW‘,*"-w 
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WILSON 

com.  from  p  2 

and  keeps  us  in  the  right  posi 
tion  before  God. 

■  Pray.  Make  prayer  a 
priority  in  your  life.  I  get  up 
at  4.-30  most  mornings  so  I 
can  have  that  quiet  personal 


nm*  wth  God.  I  need  to  reset 
myself  daily  to  remember  what 
£eJ9°*Pel  roean*  Time  in 
God  •  Word  and  time  in  prayer 
allows  me  to  die  daily  to  line 
and  to  then  live  daily  for  Him. 
God  will  give  you  the  wisdom 
you  need  to  lead  (James  1:5). 

Also  pray  for  the  men  with 
whom  you  will  lead.  There  is 


but  we  need  other  women  in 
our  lives.  Make  room. 

,  Wilson  is  vice  president  of 
Publishing  Group  of 
rVfWay  Christian  Resources 
in  Nashville.  This  commen- 
tarXfirst  appeared  at  Sel- 
mawilson.com,  and  appears 
here  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press 


11 


Ebola  fears  fuel 
growing  distrust, 
treatment  delays 

MONROVIA.  Liberia  (BP)  -  Some  Alricans  refuse  to  be- 
As  the  deadly  Ebola  epidemic  Heve  the  numbers.  ‘It  is  be- 
in  West  Africa  continues  to  coming  more  and  more  corn- 
spread,  many  Africans  find  mon  that  people  are  believing 
themselves  being  forced  to  take  that  Ebola  is  not  a  problem, 
precautions  that  are  counter  to  and  that  the  media  is  blowing 


workers  in  the  region. 

'Africans  live  and  love  com¬ 
munity,"  said  Sam  Gardner  (not 
his  real  name),  a  physician  and 
Christian  worker  in  West  Africa. 
‘Greetings  as  well  as  farewells  in 
African  life  are  very  important. 
When  not  done  properly,  or  ne¬ 
glected,  offense  is  taken.’ 

Gardner  said  attempts  to  get 
people  not  to  shake  hands,  be¬ 
cause  doing  so  could  transmit 
the  Ebola  virus,  runs  against  a 
lifetime  of  experience.  “They 
have  a  hard  time  seeing  them¬ 
selves  outside  of  the  group.  That 
is  why  many  resist  going  to  the 
hospital,  or  hide  their  illnesses.’ 

Descriptions  of  quarantine 
and  being  isolated  from  friends 
and  family  do  not  sit  well  with 
the  African  mind,  workers  say. 
For  this  reason,  many  delay 
seeking  help  against  other  ill¬ 
nesses  that  contain  symptoms 
that  are  similar  to  Ebola. 

’More  people  are  dying  of 
malaria  now  than  they  ever 
have,*  Rebecca  Waters,  a  Chris¬ 
tian  worker  in  West  Africa,  said. 
The  reason  is  because  when 
they  get  malaria  symptoms, 
they  do  not  get  treatment.  If 
they  do,  they  will  be  sent  direct¬ 
ly  to  the  Ebola  testing  center, 
and  of  course  they  all  now  that 
is  called  the  place  where  people 
go  to  die.* 

According  to  related  media 
reports  and  the  World  Health 
Organisation  (WHO),  there 
have  been  more  than  1,550 
deaths  due  to  the  Ebola  virus 
since  March.  Guinea,  Liberia, 
and  Sierra  Leone  have  seen  the 
majority  of  the  more  than  3,000 
reported  cases,  but  Nigeria. 
Senegal,  and  the  Democratic 
Republic  of  the  Congo  are  now 
also  reporting  outbreaks. 


said.  They  are  saying  that  the 
numbers  are  wrong  and  that  it 
is  all  a  conspiracy. 

Yet,  WHO  has  warned  the 
number  of  cases  could  reach 
20,000,  because  Ebola  is  spread¬ 
ing  so  rapidly.  Fear  is  becoming 
a  larger  problem  than  the  prob¬ 
lem  itself,  Christian  workers  say. 

“We  have  heard  stories  of 
P.ed  Cross  and  Doctors  With¬ 
out  Borders  convoys  being  run 
out  of  villages  by  people  with 
rocks  and  machetes,’  said  Ra¬ 
chel  Hays  (not  his  real  name), 
a  Christian  worker  in  the  re¬ 
gion.  They  fear  those  that  are 
trying  to  nelp  them  because 
they  now  believe  that  it  is  the 
white  man  who  brought  Ebola 
here  in  the  first  place  and  that 
they  are  not  here  to  help,  but 
to  infect  everyone." 

Superstition  and  traditional 


Africans  from  receiving  treat¬ 
ment.  One  of  these  superstitions 

Includes  burial  of  the  dead. 

’Funerals  are  important  af¬ 
fairs  with  many  rituals,’  Gard¬ 
ner  said.  There  are  those  who 
believe  that  if  the  body  is  not 
handled  property,  their  ldved 
one  would  not  fere  well  in  the  af¬ 
terlife.  Bodies  must  be  cleansed 
and  placed  in  the  ground  a  cer¬ 
tain  way  within  24  hours." 

Many  Africans  believe  that 
the  higher  attendance  at  a  fu¬ 
neral  corresponds  with  the 
righteousness  of  the  deceased 
one’s  life. 

This  is  why  so  often  perrole 
want  to  bury  their  own  dead  in 
their  way,*  Gardner  said.  ‘Grief 
and  these  pressures  keep  the 
family  of  the  deceased  from  lis¬ 
tening  to  efforts  to  explain  that 
Ebola  can  be  transmitted  by 
contact  with  dead  bodies." 


DIFFERENT  TIMES  —  Because  of  the  rapid  spread  of  the 

deadly  Ebola  virus,  health  worker*  in  infected  villages  in 
Guinea  take  every  precaution  they  can  to  keep  it  from  spread¬ 
ing.  (©EC/ECHOfJean-Loui*  Moaaer) 


EGYPT  IN  TURMOIL  -  A  young  girl  holds  a  sign  reading  'Egypt  It  Free'  during  the  2011 
protests  inTehrir  Square.  (Photo  by  Hossem  el-Hemalawy/FlIcki.  Used  with  permission.) 


Forgiveness,  persistence 
noted  by  Egyptian  populace 


CAIRO  (BP)  -  Ayear  after  more 
than  85  churches  and  Christian 
institutions  across  Egypt  were 
de»  rayed  and  burned,  and  three 
yeas  after  the  country's  longest 
serving  president  stepped  down 

in  *L-  -Ll-  nrr. 

in  tne  wake  at  nationwide  pro- 
testa,  Christian  workers  there 


Some  workers  noted  that  fo^ 

kxaMhnstians  toward  Muse 
lima,  has  played  a  large  role  in 
the  change. 

Egyptian  President  Hosni 
Mubarak  stepped  down  after  18 
days  of  nationwide  demonstra¬ 
tions  during  what  is  now  called 
the  2011  Egyptian  Revolution. 
Since  then,  Egypt  has  gone 
through  various  protests,  elec¬ 
tions,  presidents,  and  the  quake 
of  upheaval. 

In  August  of  last  year  more 
than  85  churches  ana  Christian 
institutions  were  attacked  and 
burned  aa  a  result  of  demonstra¬ 
tions  across  Egypt  calling  for  an 
Islamic  state. 

There  was  "a  profound  blow  of 
disgrace  and  humiliation  in  this 
culture  of  honor,*  said  Ramez 
AtaBah,  general  director  of  the 
Bii>  Society  of  Egypt  The  non- 
retalia  for  of  Christians  was  both 
unexpected  and  unprecedented" 

Egyptians  ore  now  openly 
questioning  everything,  includ¬ 
ing  their  feith,  and  expressing 
doubt*  aloud,  ssid  Patrick  Stein 
(not  his  real  name),  a  Christian 
worker  in  Kopt  and  leader  of  a 
churcb-pianting  team. 

Doubting  isn’t  rare,  he  noted, 
but  to  openly  challenge  beliefs 
they  have  held  onto  is.  They  are 
hungry  for  truth  in  a  way' that 
was  not  present  before  the  revo¬ 
lution  and  the  ensuing  turmoil,' 
Stein  said. 

‘If  I  am  talking  to  people  at 
a  tea  shop,  people  around  who 
are  not  a  pert  of  die  conversa¬ 
tion  will  often  stop  me  after- 


"Are  they  scared? 

Of  course  they  are.  Are 
they  being  obedient  and 
sharing?  Vfes.  they  are. 
Do  they  sometimes  hold 
beck  because  of  the  fear? 

Mw.  but  not  nearly  ae 
frequently  as  we  do.  and 
aN  we  face  in  America  is 
some  small  social  stigma.' 


ft,  along  with  finding  safe  places 
to  practice  sharing. 

To  be  caught  evangelizing  to 
a  Muslim  is,  firstly,  against  the 
law,"  Stein  said.  They  could  go  to 
prison  for  many,  many  years,  lose 


would  have  no  income,  no  w»  to 
pay  for  schools,  etc.  Many  people 

just  disappear  in  prisons  here. 

"Are  they  scared?  Of  course 
they  are.  Are  they  being  obedi¬ 
ent  and  sharing?  Yes.  they  are. 
Do  they  sometimes  hold  back 
because  of  the  fear?  Yea,  but  not 


winiuan  worxec  n  Egypt 

wards  and  want  to  know  more,’ 
he  said.  They  will  ask  me  their 
deep  questions  that  have  been 
troubling  their  hearts  for  rears, 
but  they  never  felt  the  ability  to 
put  those  questions  into  actual 
words  before. 

This  year's  Ramadan  ob¬ 
servances  held  dune  28-July 
28  provided  opportunities  for 
Muslims  and  Christians  in 
Egypt  to  continue  building  rela¬ 
tionships,  Stein  said.  Ramadan 
is  the  Muslim  month  of  fast¬ 
ing  that  is  observed  around  the 
world  each  year. 

The  team  had  been  invited 
to  several  Iftar  dinners  and  got 
to  share  their  feith  at  those,' 
Stein  said.  Iftar  is  the  evening 
meal  during  Ramadan,  break¬ 
ing  the  fest  for  each  day.  These 
meals  allow  for  relaxed  conver¬ 
sations  about  life  and  feith. 

"When  visiting  home*  it  is 
easy  to  ask  questions  about 
their  religious  practices  dur¬ 
ing  [Ramadan],  said  Christian 
worker  Adam  Tate  (not  his  real 
name).  ’As  ■  result,  conversa¬ 
tions  often  lead  to  the  topics  of 
fasting,  forgiveness  of  am  and 
assurance  at  salvation.’ 

Stem  spends  much  of  his 
time  training  local  Christians 
from  Coptic  and  Muslim  back¬ 
grounds  on  how  to  share  the 
Gospel  and  with  whom  to  share 


all  we  bee  in  America  Is  some 
small  social  stigma.*  be  said 

*J  might  be  locked  out  of 
Egypt  for  sharing  [buflthey  may 
low  their  very  fives  and  bare 
their  loved  ones  in  danger,’ Stein 
said.  ‘Despite  the  costs  and  im¬ 
plications  of  what  they  are  do¬ 
ing  might  mean,  despite  many  of 
their  families  begging  them  not 
to  share,  they  continue  to  share. 
They  inspire  me.’ 

Faithful  prayers  for  Egypt  and 
Qpistians  in  Egypt  have  not  rone 
unnoticed  by  Atallah,  Stein,  Tate, 
and  other  Christian  workers  here. 
They  recognize  God's  faithfulness 
in  fee  prayers,  giving  and  encour¬ 
agement  from  around  the  world. 

As  a  result,  “there  are  people 
in  Egypt  who  have  heard  the 
Gospel,  some  for  the  first  time,' 
Tate  said. 

“We  don't  take  for  granted 
our  cars  and  houses,'  Stem  said, 
noting  they  are  provided  through 
special  missions  offerings  "We 
try  to  use  our  bouses  ai  meeting 
places  for  prayer  and  worship 
and  the  moWUty  of  a  car  allows  us 
to  no  to  communities  that  would 
be  difficult  to  get  to  without  a  pri¬ 
vate  vehicle,’  fie  said. 

Stein  added,  "Often  our  fami¬ 
lies  seem  to  be  attacked  by  sick¬ 
ness  and  discouragement  from 
the  enemy  [Safenl  yet  we  know 
that  people  around  the  world  are 
lifting  us  up,  which  gives  us  per¬ 
sistence  and  perseverance* 


